
REPORT

OF THE

GOVERNOR OF OKLAHOMA.

TERRITORY OF OKLAHOMA,
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Guthrie, Olda., September15, 1901.
SIR: In responseto your letterof June22, 1901, I havethe honor
transmitherewithareportasgovernorof OklahomaTerritory for

lie yearending June 30, 1901, fully believing that it depictscondi-
ions of generalprosperityand developmentnot to befound in any
therAmerican Commonwealth,andpresentsan unanswerableargu-
tent in favorof theearlyadmissionof theTerritory to the full rights
nd privilegesof a Stateof theUnion.

Very respectfully,
WM. M. JENKINS, Governor.

lion. E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Secretaryofthe Interior, Washington,D. C.

THE PAST.

Historically considered,Oklahomaasa Territory is of recentorigin,
)ut as asmall portion of the great tract of Southwesterncountry,
~nownatvarioustimesandundervariouscircumstancesasLouisiana,
ViandanTerritory, the greatAmerican desert,uninhabitablelands,
Lud the Indiau Territory, it has aplacein the historyof the nation
lating backto thedaysof the Spanishexplorers,who soughtin the
~reatSouthwestunknownempiresandtheir reputedfabulouswealth.

Following the courseof travel describedin many early Spanish
nanuscriptsand books, one is readily convinced that the original
3~klahomabooinerswere the little army of adventurousspirits who
5raveisedthe Southwestunderthe leadershipof De Soto,and that
~heywerefollowed by Jesuitsand otherswho soughtwealth in the
mineralveins of the mountainsand hills of the Territory, thereare
Linmistakablesignsin lately discoveredruins of minesandplacesof
3arly abode.

LewisandClarke visitedthe Territory in oneof their earlyexplor-
ing expeditions,andtheprairiesandvalleysof the Territory werethe
liunting groundsof the earlytribesof Indians,from the earliesttime
if which thereis recordof themovementsof theaboriginalAmericans.

When the Indian Territory was createdas a home for all of the
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