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Preface

This brief history of the Oklahoma Confederate Home contains the first biennial report, made by the
Trustees in 1912; the Revised Rules and Regulations, adopted in 1931; and the Statutes under which the
Home is controlled and governed.

In compiling this history, it has been my aim to be as brief as possible, yet to include all the essential
facts concerning the establishment and maintenance of the Oklahoma Confederate Home.

George W. Lewis

Superintendent



Ardmore, Oklahoma, June, 1938
REPORT

(The following is an excerpt from the First Biennial Report of the Trustees of the Oklahoma Confederate
Home.)

To His Excellency, Lee Cruce, Governor, and to the Fourth General Assembly, of the State of Oklahoma:
Gentlemen:

In compliance with the law under which we act, and our duty in the premises, The Board of Trustees of
the Confederate Home of Oklahoma, herewith submit for your consideration the following as their first
biennial report of its history and management of said home from the beginning of the work on the 20th
day of February, 1909, up to and including December 31, 1912.

HISTORY OF OUR HOME

On the 20th day of February, 1909, the following named Confederate Veterans met in Oklahoma City for
the purpose of forming a private corporation to be known as "The Confederate Veterans Home
Association of Oklahoma," with the end in view of building a Confederate Home for their old comrades
in the State, and who applied for, and were granted by the Secretary of State, a Charter, to-wit:

Dr. John Threadgill, A.P. Watson, R. A. Sneed, J. R. Pulliam, J. M. Hall, Thomas D. Bard, Dr. D. M. Hailey
and Buck Rogers; all of whom were appointed by General William Cross, Division Commander of the U..
C. V. of Oklahoma, the first Board of Trustees under said Charter.

On the 4th day of March, 1909, the Charter granted to "The Confederate Veterans Home Association of
Oklahoma" was filed in the office of Secretary of State and is now of record in said office.

On March 20th, 1909, the said Board of Trustees met in Oklahoma City and elected General Wm. M.
Cross, Chairman, Col. A. P. Watson, Secretary, and Col. J. J. McAlester, Treasurer of the Board. They also
selected at this meeting W. F. Gilmer of Ardmore the financial agent of the Board to solicit funds from
which to build the Confederate Home of Oklahoma.

There being quite a rivalry among the cities of the State as to what city should have the location of said
Home the Board met in Guthrie on June 30th, 1909, and selected R. A. Sneed, J. R. Pulliam, Mrs. W. T.
Culbertson and Mrs. T. C. Harrill, a Committee to examine the several sites and propositions and report
of the Board on August 3rd, 1909, their findings. The Committee visited the cities of Vinita, Claremore,
Muskogee, Oklahoma City, Sulphur and Ardmore.

A motion was made and carried to allow each town desiring to submit its bid ten minutes in which to
present its claim.



Muskogee presented its claim through Mr. Hancock, who offered a site of ten acres and $3,000 in cash.

Vinita presented its claim through Mr. J. M. Orr, which contained forty acres of land with an eight-room
house and a barn, and $1,000 in cash.

Claremore presented its claim through Mr. Thos. D. Bard, offering sixty acres of land with some
improvements and the benefit of its radium waters and $1,000 in cash.

Ardmore presented its claim through Hon. J. R. Whayne, who offered forty acres of land in two places
and $7,500 in cash, with free use of water, gas and lights for five years.

Sulphur presented its claim through C. B. Emanuel, who offered twenty acres of land adjoining the
National Park and the city, with an artesian well on the tract.

Oklahoma City presented its claim through Col. W. C. W. Richardson, which was offered by the Hon. I.
M. Putnam, consisting of one hundred acres in one location or twenty acres in another, with an
additional gift of $5,000 to be spent in improvements.

The committee appointed to visit the places making request for the Home, made its report and was
discharged.

Upon the report of this committee, the Board of Trustees voted on the location and on the third ballot
Ardmore was selected as the most suitable place for the Home.

(Ardmore fell down on her promise of the land and $7,500.00 cash, lights and gas; but furnished free
water for 20 years).

On August 3rd, 1909, the Board met in Oklahoma City for the purpose of acting on the report of the
locating committee, and after due deliberation the Board endorsed the recommendation of the
committee and located the Home at Ardmore. After the location had been settled upon, the chairman
appointed D. M. Hailey, R. A. Sneed and J. R. Pulliam a committee to make a selection from the several
sites offered by the City of Ardmore upon which to build the home.

The committee after examination first selected the 40-acre tract known as the Felix West property near
the Lorena Park as the most suitable place for the Home; but upon investigation, they were not satisfied
with the title, and accepted a tract of 23 and 3-5 acres donated by Mrs. Lutie Hailey Walcott situated in

what is known as the Walcott addition to the City of Ardmore and about one-quarter of a mile from the
city limits, upon which land the Confederate Home now stands.

On the front of our Home was placed a marble tablet upon which appears this inscription:

"Enshrined in the hearts of all friends of this institution, is the memory of Mrs. Lutie Hailey Walcott, who
donated the land to this Home."



At a meeting of the Board called at Chickasha on August 26th, 1909, the resignation of J. J. McAlester as
Treasurer was received and accepted and General Jno L. Galt was selected as Treasurer in his place.

The Comrades who first instituted the movement to building a Confederate Home for Oklahoma
thought at first that the sum of $25,000.00 would be ample to erect a building large enough to meet the
requirement of all who would apply for admission, but before they had proceeded very far ion their
work, they realized that to prepare suitable quarters and accommodation for all of the old Heroes who
would likely need a home within the next few years, would require a building to cost nearer $35,000.00
than $25,000.00, besides the cost of furnishing and equipping same; hence, we were compelled to use a
good part of our maintenance fund under H. B. No. 41, with which to finish our main building furnish
and equip same and to build a barn and other needed improvements, all of which in detail you may see
by reference to report of our Superintendent.

The Board had also gone in debt in the sum of $3,000.00 for which they executed their individual notes
that the work of completing the Home might not be stopped or delayed. This amount we would most
respectfully ask that you make an appropriation to cover.

The Corporation known as "The Confederate Veterans' Home Association of Oklahoma" having collected
only about $15,697.38 with which to build a Home to cost $25,000.00, without the cost of furnishing
and equipping, and realizing that it would be almost impossible (in the depressed condition of the
people) to collect by donations enough to complete our Home as designed, petitioned the Governor and
Second Legislature to allow us to use the sum of Ten Thousand ($10,000) under H. B. 41, with which to
complete the Home, and which was granted under H. B. No. 52, Session laws of 1919-11.

The old Board or Corporation known as "The Confederate Veterans' Home Association of Oklahoma"
then conveyed by deed in fee simple to the State of Oklahoma all the right, title and interest they held in
and to the 23 and 3-5 acres of land together with all improvements thereon including the unfinished
Confederate Home building; which deed is now of record in the Register of Deeds office of Carter
County, State of Oklahoma.

On the 6th day of March, 1911, under Senate Bill No. 265, Governor Lee Cruce appointed the following
Trustees of the Confederate Home of Oklahoma as follows, to-wit:

D. M. Hailey, John Threadgill, Geo. H. Bruce, j. W. Blanton and R. A. Sneed (all of whom were
Confederate Soldiers) and N. F. Hancock and Mrs. W. R. Clement, representatives of the Sons and
Daughters Association U. C. V. of Oklahoma, who met in Ardmore on March 7th, 1911, and organized by
electing D. M. Hailey, President, john Threadgill, Vice-President Geo. H. Bruce Treasurer, and R. A.
Sneed, Secretary of the Board.

From the crowded condition of the Home at this time and the many applicants now on file and the
constantly increasing demand for more room, we feel compelled to ask for an appropriation to build an
annex, which may be used as a hospital within which we may place the more feeble persons under our
charge, which will relieve the crowded condition in our main building, and at the same time enable us to
give the sick and feeble comrades more and better care in their helpless condition.



As time goes on and the evening shadows lengthen, we find our old comrades, their wives and widows,
owing to increasing age and infirmities and the many wounds received during that terrible struggle from
1861 to 1865, drifting to the home and knocking for admission where they may receive the kindly care
they so much need, and make possible by the good people and the great and generous state of
Oklahoma.

We therefore would be most respectfully ask for an appropriation with which to build and equip a
fireproof building which will be ample to care for twenty persons.

We estimate that such a building, modern in all its apartments, and fireproof, will cost not to exceed
$15,000. The equipment, we estimate, will cost not to exceed $1,500.

We also desire to mention with what love and devotion our Matron, Mrs. Ora m. Galt, has discharged
her delicate duties in administering to the wants and needs of these dear old people, and thereby won
not only the love and respect of those placed under her tender care by this Board as well.

Before closing our report each member of this Board desires to extend their individual thanks to
Governor Lee Cruce, Ex-Governor C. N. Haskell and General Assemblies of Oklahoma and every citizen of
the state for every assistance rendered by which it was made possible to build a Confederate Soldiers
Home in Oklahoma.

We also desire to say, for each and every member of this Board that whatever we have contributed in
behalf of this Home has been as a labor of love and done with the sole purpose in view of serving to the
best of our ability a race of people fast fading away, whose place in history is fixed and safe and made
glorious by their achievement on a hundred battlefields in this Union.

We do not claim to be better than other people, who are human, and if we have erred in discharging
what we believe was our duty to the State of Oklahoma, it has been an error of the head and not of the
heart.

We cannot close our report without giving credit where credit is due.

No enterprise was ever launched in our new state that, from its beginning, has appealed so strongly to
the masses of our people as the building of a Home for the aged and feeble Confederate Soldiers, and
no people ever responded more cheerfully and willingly than the people of Oklahoma, and especially do
we desire to mention the noble work done by "The Daughters of the Confederacy." These true women
of Oklahoma have given of their labor and their means with a love and liberality known only to true
womanhood, all of which was done that these old representatives of a time in our nation's history which
is now only a distant and tender memory, may spend their last days in peace and comfort, in a Home
prepared and maintained by the people of, and the State of, their adoption.

Owing to the amount spent in improvements on the premises out of our maintenance fund during the
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1912, we ran short of funds to pay salaries of our Home employees to the
sum of $252.55, which amount we also ask for an appropriation to cover.



We respectfully ask that there may be appropriated for the maintenance of our Home for the next two
years beginning July 1st, 1913 to June 30, 1915, inclusive, the following sum, to-wit: $35,000.00.

We ask for this increase of $5,000, over our former appropriation for the last two years, for the reason
that these old people are daily growing more feeble and infirm and thereby require more care and
attention in the evening of their lives; they are with us today and gone to9morrow, and we feel that the
State of Oklahoma has no desire to contribute grudgingly to a cause that appeals so strongly to our
Christian civilization.

Respectfully submitted,

D. M. Hailey, President

John Treadgill, Vice President
Geo. H. Bruce, Treasurer

R. A. Sneed, Secretary

J. W. Blanton,

N. F. Hancock,

Mrs. W. R. Clement,

Trustees

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Revised Rules and Regulations for the Government of the Oklahoma Confederate Home, Ardmore,
Oklahoma, March 3, 1931

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Gen. J. W. Harris, Oklahoma City, President; Mrs. James Armstrong, Oklahoma City; Mrs. W. T.
Culbertson, Kiowa, Secretary; W. B. Cantrell, Ada; Hon. S. D. Williams, Wynnewood; Hon. J. B. Moore
Ardmore; Prof. G. W. Coffman, Ardmore.

MEETINGS AND OFFICERS OF THE BOARD

Regular meetings of the Board of Trustees shall be held at the Home on the first Tuesday of March and
September of each year. There shall be adjourned meetings of the Board at such times and places as
may be designated by the Board and called meetings at such times and places as designated by the
President.



OFFICERS OF THE BOARD

The officers of the Board shall be a President and Vice-President, who shall preside in the absence of the
president; a Secretary, who shall make a record of all meetings held by the Board and such officers shall
be elected at the meeting of the Board the first Tuesday in March. The President of the Board shall,
preside in the absence of the President; a Secretary, who shall make a record of all meetings held by the
Board and such officers shall be elected at the meeting of the Board the first Tuesday in March. The
President of the Board shall, upon confirmation of the Board of Trustees, appoint an Executive
Committee consisting of three members of the Board, who shall meet once every three months at the
Home for the purpose of transacting all such business as the Board may order, by by-laws, or otherwise;
said appointment to be made at the annual meetings in March of each year. Said committee shall have
supervision of the Home and its officers and it shall be their duty to see that officers of the Home
faithfully perform their respective duties, and to see that the property of the Home and members of the
Home are properly looked after and cared for, and to advise with and direct the officers of the Home.
They shall make a report to the Board at its regular meetings, and meetings that may be called, showing
the condition of the Home and its members and make such recommendations as they may deem proper
for the best interest of the Home.

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS AT BOARD MEETINGS

Calling roll and noting absentees

Reading, correcting and approving minutes of previous meeting
Report of standing and special committees and Executive Committee
Report of officers of the Home

Communications read and disposed of

Unfinished business

New business, including election of officers

Conduct of the Home

L o Nk WN R

Resolutions. At the March meeting, the Board shall elect a Superintendent, who shall be a
married man, and a Matron, who may be the wife of the Superintendent, who shall hold
their offices until their successors are elected and qualified, providing that the Board shall
have the right to remove any elected officers whenever they deem it necessary for the best
interest of the Home.

SUPERINTENDENT

The Superintendent shall have charge of all the real and personal property of the Home and be
responsible for its care and preservation and shall have control and management of the farm and shall
make requisitions to the State Board of Public Affairs for all supplies necessary for the Home, and
perform such other duties as may be directed by the Board or Executive Committee. He shall employ
such help as may be necessary for the keeping up of the Home. Such employees shall be so contracted
with as to retain the right to discharge them at any time. The Superintendent shall be furnished with
living quarters and provisions for himself and family free of charge. He shall receive a salary fixed by the



Board payable on or before the 10™ day of each month. He shall make a written report to the Board at
the March and September meetings.

MATRON

The Matron of the home will have direct supervision over the dining room and kitchen; responsibility for
the neatness, cleanliness and order will rest upon her. She shall also have charge of the linen room and
goods stored therein. She shall also have charge of the institution during the temporary absence of the
Superintendent. All clothing for the female members must be issued only on the Matron’s requisition,
approved by the Superintendent. She shall receive a salary fixed by the Board, payable on or before the
10" day of each month.

PHYSICIAN

The Physician shall give careful attention to the health of the members, and see that any that are sick
are properly cared for and nursed, and have the proper food and diet, and shall have control and be
responsible for the sanitary condition of the Home. He shall make reports to the Board as to the health
and condition of the members, and make such suggestions as he may deem for the best interest of the
home. He shall make requisitions to the State Board of Public Affairs for all medicines; all requisitions
must be approved by the Superintendent. It shall be his duty to recommend to the Superintendent a
suitable person as head nurse. He shall receive a salary fixed by the Board, payable on or before the 10"
day of each month.

EMPLOYEES

Employees of the Home are required to render efficient and faithful service, commensurate with the
compensation received, and are expected to observe the rules and regulations of the Home.
Employees must not leave the Home during work hours, except by permission of the Superintendent.

RULES FOR VISITORS

All persons visiting the Home or members of the Home are requested to report to the Superintendent or
his Assistant; and only in exceptional cases, and by authority of the Superintendent or Matron, will
visitors or other non-members be permitted to take meals there. The Superintendent must see that
this rule is strictly enforced.

These rules are not intended to prohibit the members of the Home from exercising their just privileges,
but to keep the Home in a clean and sanitary condition, and, from past experiences, we presume it will
be impossible for these rules to be made effective without the assistance of the members themselves,
which is reasonable to expect; for it is their Home, provided for them by the State of Oklahoma, and it is
for their health and comfort that these precautions are taken; and it is a duty born of gratitude that
should appeal to them to assist those in charge in keeping the Home clean and sanitary.



HOW TO OBTAIN ADMISSION TO THE HOME

To obtain admission to the Home, applicants must file with the Superintendent a written application on

the form blank provided for that purpose by the Board of Trustees. Write to the Superintendent for one
of these blanks

10.

11.

Every Veteran in the Home, and every Veteran who may hereafter be admitted into said Home,
shall subscribe to these rules in a book kept for that purpose by the Superintendent. The refusal
on the part of any Veteran of the Home to comply with the provisions of this rule shall cause his
suspension for a specific time or dismissal from the Home.

Intoxication and gambling are strictly prohibited. Any member or employee bringing liquor or
intoxicant in the buildings or on the grounds will be punished, and repeated infractions of this
rule will be followed by the summary discharge of the offender or offenders from the Home.

No Veteran will be permitted to sell, exchange or give away any article of clothing or property
furnished by the Home. All clothing so furnished shall remain the property of the Home and is
not to be removed from the Home by the wearer without special permission of the
Superintendent or Assistant during his absence.

Willfully damaging the furniture or any part of the Home or any property pertaining thereto,
spitting on the floors of the rooms, walls, stairways, hallways, porches and other buildings of the
Home is strictly prohibited.

Using profane, obscene or abusive language, quarreling, fighting or disorderly conduct is
prohibited, and no member will be allowed to carry about his person or have in his quarters or
about the Home, under any pretext, any deadly weapon, whether concealed or displayed.

Each Veteran shall keep his person, bedding and quarters clean, and shall bathe and wash
himself at least once a week if his condition will permit it, and his hair and beard must be kept
trimmed and in good order.

Veterans shall observe proper respect in addressing officers of the Home and be polite and
courteous to each other. Discourteous or disrespectful language or conduct toward the
Superintendent or any other officer or visitor, disobedience of any orders, or refusal to perform
duties assigned them, will be punished.

Water, sweepings or refuse of any kind must not be thrown from the doors or windows, but put
in places designated by the Superintendent. No nuisance shall be committed in or about the
buildings.

No member shall absent himself from the Home without a written permit from the
Superintendent.

Any member or members writing or circulating false or scandalous reports or using abusive
language concerning members of the Board of any officer of the institution or member of the
Home, shall be subject to immediate dismissal.

No member of the Home or visitor will be permitted to visit the Hospital without permission of
the Surgeon, Superintendent or the Head Nurse.



12. No member of the Home will be permitted to may and remain in the Home without permission
of the Board of Managers. Any member of the Home who marries a personal outside of the
Home forfeits his right to remain in the Home.

13. No food shall be carried away from the kitchens or dining halls to the rooms, except by
permission of the Superintendent or Matron, and the members shall not be allowed to visit the
kitchens for the purpose of procuring food from the cook or otherwise. The supplies purchased
for the Home must be carefully used for the benefit of those belonging to it.

14. Any Veteran who may have cause for grievance must apply in writing to the Board of Managers
for redress.

Violation of any of the foregoing rules will subject the offender to restraint, a reprimand or dismissal
from the Home, at the discretion of the Board of Managers.

STATUTES
Section 12032, Chapter 64, Article 3, Oklahoma Statutes, 1931:
Home Established — Persons Admitted

The Institution provided for under the articles of incorporation of the Confederate Veteran Home
Association, Carter County, Oklahoma, is hereby created and made a Charitable Institution of the State
of Oklahoma, to be known as the Oklahoma Confederate Home, and said property as hereinafter
described and provided for is accepted and taken over in the name of the State; and the State agrees to
maintain said home for a period of twenty-five years or for so much of said time as the State has citizens
who need and are entitled to the care of such Home, when the conditions and stipulations herein
provided for have been compiled with, as follows:

The Board of Trustees of said Confederate Home, hereinafter provided form, shall cause to be built and
erected, the necessary buildings, at a cost of not less than twenty thousand dollars for the care of
indigent and disabled soldiers and sailors who enlisted and served in the Army or Navy of the
Confederate States of America during the civil and during the World War in 1917 and 1918, and also for
the aged wives and widows of such soldiers and sailors. In consideration of this action upon the part of
the State, the Board of Trustees shall convey to the State all the property now owned or to be owned
and held or to be held under its corporate franchise procured from the State and as contemplated in this
article consisting of not less than twenty acres of land with buildings, together with all improvements
and property thereon and also all the emoluments, gifts and donations to said Home and the deed
therefor; and after being duly recorded the deed thereto, together with the abstract therefor, shall be
filed with the Secretary of State; said title to be free from all encumbrances of any nature whatever to
the State.

History, C. 0. S. 1921, Sec. 9276; S. OL. 1919, Ch. 196, Sec. 1. Approved April 4, 1919. Amends R. L. 1910, Sec. 7136.

Section 12033, Chapter 64, Article 3, Oklahoma Statutes, 1931:

Offices — Qualifications — Appointment Term
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The control and management of said home, located as above described, shall be vested in a
Board of Trustees composed of seven (7) members, each residing in the state, and five (5) of
the members, as far as practicable, shall have served as a soldier in the army or as a sailor in the
navy of the Confederate States of America, during the Civil War, and one member shall be a
member in good standing of the organization known as the United Sons of Confederate
Veterans of Oklahoma, and one member shall be a member in good standing of the
organization known as the United Daughters of the Confederacy of Oklahoma, and the same
shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the
State of Oklahoma.

The Governor, as soon as this act shall have taken effect shall appoint seven (7) members, four
(4) of whom shall hold for a term ending on the first Tuesday of February, 1915, and the other
members for a term ending on the first Tuesday of February, 1913; and their successors in
office shall hold for a term of four (4) years. When vacancies occur they shall be filled by
appointment by the Governor for any unexpired term; meetings of said Board of Trustees shall
be at the Oklahoma Confederate Home, at Ardmore, Oklahoma, twice a year, on the first
Tuesday in March and September; and the members of the board shall be allowed, out of the
funds appropriate under this article, their actual expenses. The treasurer shall receive as full
compensation for his services, the sum of three hundred dollars ($300.00) per year.

History. C. O.S1921. Sec. 9277; S. L. 1910-11, Ch. 49, Sec. 1. Approved March 6, 1911. Emergency. Amends S. L. 1910, Ch. 9, Sec. 2.

Section 12035, Chapter 64, Article 3, Oklahoma Statutes, 1931:
Failure to Qualify — New Appointment

The Secretary of State shall furnish a certificate to each member of the board of trustees within
ten days of his appointment, notifying him that he has been appointed; and if any member fails
for a space of thirty days to inform the governor of his acceptance, then his appointment shall
be void and his place shall be filled as heretofore provided in cases of vacancies.

History. C. O. S. 1921, Sec. 9279; R. L. 1910, Sec. 7139; S. L. 1910, Ch. 9, Sec. 4, Approved February 14, 1910.

[NOTE: BOOKLET LOCATED IN THE OKDOCS COLLECTION—CONFEDERATE
VETERANS HOME, BOX 1]
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