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Developmental Disabilities Assistance
and Bill of Rights Act of 2000

The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-402),
known as the “DD Act,” established programs to improve the lives of people with developmental
disabilities. It provides federal funding in each state through the U.S. Administration on
Developmental Disabilities for: 1) State Councils on Developmental Disabilities, 2) Protection and
Advocacy Systems, and 3) University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities.

These three organizations focus on programs that promote self-determination, independence,
productivity, integration and inclusion of people with developmental disabilities and their families.
In Oklahoma, the three organizations make up what is known as the “Redlands Partners.”

The DD Act outlines the activities of the three organizations as follows:

o State Council on Developmental Disabilities

Oklahoma Developmental Disabilities Council (ODDC) — ODDC identifies the most
pressing needs of people with developmental disabilities in Oklahoma. It develops innovative
and cost effective ways to address those needs in a manner that upholds the dignity and value
of Oklahomans with developmental disabilities. It also works to promote the independence and
productivity of people with developmental disabilities and their families.

e Protection and Advocacy System

Oklahoma Disability Law Center, Inc. (ODLC) — ODLC serves individuals with a wide
range of disabilities. It does so by guarding against abuse; advocating for basic rights; and
ensuring accountability in health care, education, employment, housing, transportation, and
within the juvenile and criminal justice systems.

e University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD)

Center for Learning and Leadership (Oklahoma UCEDD) — The Oklahoma UCEDD
works in partnership to provide interdisciplinary training to students and professionals, develop
community-based research projects and promote family and self-advocate leadership. The
UCEDD also creates and distributes disability-related products and information, and provides
family support for a limited number of Spanish-speaking families of children have disabilities.

“Disability is a natural part of the human experience that does not diminish the right of
individuals with developmental disabilities to enjoy the opportunity to live independently,
enjoy self-determination, make choices, contribute to society, and experience full integration
and inclusion in the economic, political, social, cultural, and educational mainstream of
American society.”

-The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act




The Impact of the DD Act in Oklahoma

Highlights of the Oklahoma Developmental Disabilities Council
accomplishments through statewide partnerships during Fiscal Years
2007-2011:

OKLAHOMA DEVELOPHENTAL e 115 people with developmental disabilities, family members, and
professionals became better equipped to advocate for systems change, form
positive relationships with policymakers, and become leaders in their
communities due to Partners in Policymaking training.

130 high school students with disabilities improved their leadership skills,
explored career options, and created personal leadership plans at the Youth
Leadership Forum.

DISABILITIES COUNCIL

e 150 brothers and sisters of individuals with developmental disabilities
Ann Trudgeon . . . .
. X became involved in advocacy efforts through training and recreational
Executive Director L. . A
405-521-4984 activities of the Sibshops initiative, in just the first two years of the program.

e More than 500 self-advocates, family members, and professionals annually
become more informed about resources and supports for people with autism
through participation at the Statewide Autism Conference, which began in
2009.

Highlights of the Oklahoma Disability Law Center, Inc. Priorities and
Objectives for Fiscal Year 2012:

e Prevention of abuse and neglect, in a variety of facilities including the juvenile and
criminal justice system.

e Prevention of discrimination based on disability, including courthouses and voting,
receiving due process in public benefits and enforcement of the Olmstead
integration mandate.

e Free appropriate public education, especially elimination of seclusion and restraints
and utilization of positive behavioral intervention and supports.

e Education to improve self-advocacy for persons with disabilities, including Kayla Bower, J.D.
development of enhanced methods of communication and implementation of Director
traini . . 405-525-7755
raining for special education advocates.

Highlights of the Center for Learning and Leadership’s accomplishments
through statewide partnerships during Fiscal Years 2007-2011:

i l e More than 40,000 self-advocates, families, and professionals have more information
/ about developmental disabilities through community training.

- Over 300 families of individuals with developmental disabilities and state agency
professionals have more knowledge about effective partnerships because of the

-t —
eemﬂr mr laammg annual Family-Professional Leadership Conference.

. e Over 800 students in health professions gained a better understanding of the
aml leallersmn supports needed for Oklahomans with developmental disabilities and their families.

AUnversiy Centerfor Bxcellence. More than 1600 Special Education teachers increased their knowledge about
in Developmental Disabilties educating children with autism, multiple disabilities, deaf/blindness and traumatic
Uiversty of Oiahoma Healh Siences Center brain injury.

Valerie Williams. PhD. ® Over 6522 Tips for First Responders were disseminated to fire, police, and sheriff’s

Director ’ departments, hospitals, nursing homes, Indian Health Services facilities, and to

405-271-4500 county and local emergency managers across the state to raise their awareness about
supporting people with developmental disabilities during an emergency.
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