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Analytic Scores

Each piece of student writing is given five analytic scores that focus on specific writing skills.
These ratings range from 4 (the highest score) to 1 (the lowest score). Taken together, these
scores provide a profile of the specific strengths and weaknesses of the student’s writing. The
following are the actual scoring rubrics used to assign the five analytic scores.

S eiScore o i _Ideas and Development :30%

4 . f]1e content 1s well suited for the audience and purpose
The main idea or thesis is clear
Ideas are fully developed and elaborated using details, examples,
reasons, or evidence

e The writer expresses an insightful perspective towards the topic

3 e The content is adequate for the audience and purpose
The main idea is evident but may lack clarity

e Ideas are developed using some details, examples, reasons, and/or
evidence

e The writer sustains his/her perspectwe toward the topic throughout most
of the composition

2 e The content is inconsistent with the audience and purpose

The main idea is not focused and leaves the reader with questions and

making inferences to understand the main idea

Ideas are minimally developed with few details

May simply be a list of ideas

The writer has difficulty expressing his/her perspective toward the topic

The content is irrelevant to the audience and purpose

The composition lacks a central idea

Ideas lack development or may be repetitive

The writer has little or no perspective on the topic

Grganization, Unity, and Coherence. 25%
4 e Introduction engages the reader

Sustained or consistent focus on the topic

Logical and appropriate sequencing and balanced with smooth, effective
transitions

Order and structure are strong and move the reader through the text
Conclusion is satisfying

Evident introduction to the topic

Adequate focus

Adequate sequencing

Stays on topic with little digression

Uses limited but effective transitions

Order and structure are present

Conclusion is appropriate

May lack a clear organizational structure

Weak evidence of unity

Little or limited sequencing and/or transitions

Details may be randomly placed

Lacks logical direction

No evidence of organizational structure




Appropriate word choice which conveys the correct meaning and
appeals to the audience in an interesting, precise, and natural way
The writing may be characterized by, but not limited to

Lively verbs

Vivid nouns

Imagmative adjectives

Figurative language

Dialogue
No vague, overused, repetitive language is used (a lot, great, very,
really)
* Words that evoke strong images such as sensory language (8" only)

Words generally convey the intended message
The writer uses a variety of words that are appropriate but do not
necessarly energize the writing
The writing may be characterized by

Attempts at figurative language and dialogue

Some use of lively verbs, vivid nouns, and imaginative adjectives
- Few vague, overused, and repetitive words are used

Word choice lacks precision and variety or may be inappropriate to the
audience and purpose

May be simplistic and/or vague
Relies on overused or vague language (a lot, great, very, really)
Few attempts at figurative language and dialogue

Word choice 1s unimaginative and colorless with images that are unclear
or absent

Word choice indicates an extremely limited or inaccurate vocabulary
No attempts at figurative language

(General, vague words that fail to communicate meaning

Text may be too short to demonstrate variety




. Sentences and Paragraphs 15%

ertmg clearly demonstrates appropriate sentence structure
Writing has few or no run-on or fragment errors

Writing has a rich variety of sentence structure, types, and lengths
Ideas are organized into paragraphs that blend into larger text
Evidence of appropriate paragraphing

¢ oo o 0 0 o

Writing adequately demonstrates appropriate sentence structure
Writing may contain a small number of run-on or fragment errors that
do not interfere with fluency

Writing has adequate variety of sentence structure

Ideas may be organized into paragraphs (5™ only)

* Ideas are organized into paragraphs (8" only)

Writing demonstrates lack of control in sentence structure
Writing contains errors such as run-ons and fragments that interfere with
fluency

Writing has limited variety of sentence structure
Writing may show little or no attempt at paragraphing

Inappropriate sentence structure

Many errors in structure (run-ons, fragmenls)
No variety in structure

No attempt at paragraphing

Gramimar, Usage, and Mechanics 15%

The writer demonstrates appropriate use of correct
Spelling
Punctuation
Capitalization
Grammar
Usage
Errors are minor and do not affect readability

The writer demonstrates adequate use of correct
Spelling
Punctuation
Capitalization
Grammar
Usage
Errors may be more noticeable but do not significantly affect readability

The writer demonstrates minimal use of correct
Spelling
Punctuation
Capitalization
Grammar
Usage
Errors may be distracting and interfere with readability

The writer demonstrates very limited use of correct
Spelling
Punctuation
Capitalization
Grammar
Usage
Errors are numerous and severely impede readability
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Ideas and Development: 4

This student successfully conveys the frustration, anger, and eventual elation he or she
experiences during a long and sleepless Christmas Eve. Each idea is fully developed with
reasons (“It seemed like one hour was ten hours™), examples (“I didn’t even stare at the clock”),
and details (“brand new, yellow, 18 speed Roadmaster mountainbike with shocks on the front™).
The insightful perspective — a surprise gift is always more exciting — is sustained throughout the
paper.
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. Writing Topie: A

Write about a time when you received somethmg youdid
| mot expect to receive. It may have been an object or act of
kindness. Develop your writing with detal_]s
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"Ideas and Development: 3

The main idea of grandma winning a store gift certificate is cvident in this essay. Some
‘details, examples, and reasons are present, but the information is mostly general (“looking for

something” and “found some things”). The perspective that winning the certificate led to a fun
Qhopping experience is sustained.
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4 shirt, walkie-talkics, a dirt bike, and some pencils. Each gift is minimally developed. The

A cool™).

Ideas and Development: 2 E
This student does not present 2 main idea In this essay, but merely lists different gifts - 2

writer’s perspective is limnited to simple comments about each item (It was stuped”™ and “it was
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Writing Topic:

Write about a time when you received something you did
not expect to receive. It may have been an object or act of
kindness. Develop your writing with details.

\

- - Ideas and Development: 1 i N B

This composition lacks ideas, development, and has no perspective.
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Organization, Unity, and Coherence: 4
An engaging introduction hooks the reader into “The Special Watch.” Skillfully executed
dialogue and appropriate sequencing move the reader smoothly through the story — from the

writer’s waking up one day in the cozy comforter to the following moming’s surprising
discovery that “the watch was gone.”

\. : o S
| © stop L




Wrztlng Topu:

not expect to receive. It may have been an object or act of

E
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Organization, Unity, and Coherence: 3

There is an adequate organizational structure cvident in “When I got My bike.” A simple

introduction and limited but purposeful transitions (so, then, last, and when) move the reader
through the text. The deliberate conclusion (*I told you how fun it is to ride a bike and how to be

safe’) is appropriate.
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Organization, Unity, and Coherence: 2

The text lacks a clear organizational structure and details are randomly placed. The “free
tickets from disney world” in the first sentence turn out to be bought by “Grand fother™ in the
fourth sentence. This is confusing. :

&
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Writing Topic:

Write about a time when you received something you did

i not expect to receive. It may have bheen an object or act of

kindness. Develop vour writing with details.
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Organization, Unity, and Coherence: 1
The text lacks a logical direction with no evidence of an organizational structure.

£
s oif .




WORD
CHOICE



 WRITING ————

v ntmg ITOPIC'_

erte about a tlme when you recelved somethmg you did -
-3 noi expect to recelve. It may have been an’ ob_ject or act ot‘
=-kmdness. Develop your wntmg w1th detalls

3f,&'opi, %}\m, ang g

\’w:a m‘“

;:l..'.ﬁh,e, 11& ,@\Q_ _Qm np,aﬁ

_,f&zmb_amgd_ﬂa__m_mﬂ;




%
~
n
1

WRITING _ — S &

ORJ_,\.

mu;/ﬂl m’Lm/ﬂL mme l

l/)mg Lanes  Lisernd UMAMLMQ Mmluﬁxnn o o
' ":i‘_(lg: JAHM (& Il}u.mﬁl Q\EIEEL AEAA.}»




WRITING

Ciﬂu&m@ Ay 0_ ,Q_mé!__{gé-mvj A@fma»%, _ S

Word Choice: 4

““What will you call himn?’ said papa.
‘T’l call haim Buster.’

This adds appeal for the reader.

The word choice uscd in this essay is appropriate and natural. The dialogue rings true:

‘Well I’1] be dang. Buster’s a good name for him."”
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The word choice is appropriate but does not energize the writing (for example, the

) repetitious use of the word “gift”). There is an attemnpt at avdience appezal by not disclosing the
\iflentity of the object of surprise until the midst of the essay. J
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Word Choice: 2 -

The word choice lacks precision and is vague; for example, the word “happy” is used in
three consccutive sentences without further description or explanation. This creates an unclear 1!
image. There are no attempts at figurative language or dialogue. i
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Write éibout__a'time when you'feceived's'ofngthii_lg youdid . - .
‘not expect to receive. It may have been an object or act of
Kindness. Develop your writing with details. . '

 Word Choice: 1

o

The word choice is limited within a text that is too short to demonstrate variety.
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Write about a time when you recelved somethlng you d:d

' . not expect to receive. It may have been an object or act of

kindness. Develop your writing with details.
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Sentences and Paragraphs: 4
The essay contains a few run-on sentence errors, but the writing clearly demonstrates a
variety of structures, types, and lengths. The paragraphs are skillfully blended into the larger text.
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Sentences and Paragraphs: 3
An adequate variety of sentence structures are prescent. There are a few fragment errors
but they do not interfere with fluency. The ideas are organized into paragraphs.
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. Writing Topic:

Write about a time when yi]u'recenred somiething ybu dld
" mot expect to recelve It may have been an object or act of L
kindness. Develop your writing with details. -
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Sentences and Paragraphs 2
There 1s a demonstrated lack of control of sentence structures throughout the text. ™|
TFragment and run-on errors interfere with reading fluency.
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Write about a time when you recewed something yon dld
| not expect to receive. It may have been an object or act of
Kindness. Devel_t)p your writing with details.
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Sentences and Paragraphs: 1

AN

The sentence structures are inappropriate and there is no attempt at paragraphing.
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Write about a hme When yml recewed somethlng you dld
not expect to receive. It may have been an object or act of
kindness. Develop your wrltmg with detalls
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Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: 4

This student demonstrates appropriate use of correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization,
grammar, and usage. There is a misspelling of surprise, a few missing commas, and
capitalization errors, but these errors are minor and do not affect readability.
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Writing Topic:
. Write about a time when you received something you did
. not expect to receive. It may have been an object or act of i

l kindness. Develop your writing with details.
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Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: 3
_ Adeguate use of correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and usage is
~ " demonstrated in this essay. Errors in spelling (¢heir for there, unsexpected, and now for know),

usage (‘I receive a gift,” “a lot of flower,” and “T had ate it”), and punctuation are noticeable, but
do not significantly affect readability.
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Writing Toplc- _ __ _ _ o
_ Write abont’ a tlme When you recelved somethlng you dld

not expect to recelve. It may have been an object or act ot‘
_ kmdness Develop your erting with detalls - o
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- Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: 2
Minimal use of the elements of the Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics 1s demonstrated in
this brief essay. There are basic words misspelled, usage errors (she for that and wasns for
wanted), and a missing cap on “we.” These ermrors are distracting and interferc with the £
readability. k
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Grammar, Usage, and Mechanies: 1

Numerous errors in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and usage scverely
impede the readability of this essay.




