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ZERO TOLERANCE BILL PASSES SENATE

By Brandon Beard
Staff Writer
B(GIT) “This is an effort at prevention,” said
Sen. Ben Brown, D-Oklahoma City, defend-
ing a measure he authored, creating a zero
tolerance law for those under the age of 21
who drive while intoxicated. Members
passed the measure, SB1230, Wednesday.

The bill states that persons under the age
of 21 who have “any measurable quantity of
alcohol” in their blood stream or breath may
have their license suspended or revoked.

In addition, the measure allows for pos-
sible installation of ignition interlock devices
in vehicles of offenders and requires the State
Department of Education to administer driv-
ers education programs in all schools in the
state designed to increase awareness of
drinking and driving dangers.

Maintaining the Education Department
requirements only applied to schools that
already have drivers education courses in
place, Brown met with quick resistance.

“We can’t have pay raises when we con-
tinue to mandate things to our schools that
cost them more money,” said Sen. Jerry
Pierce, R-Tulsa.

Sen. Mark Snyder, R-Edmond, echoed

Pierce, calling the measure an unfunded
mandate.

“Our kids are already being taught driv-
ers education in school,” Snyder said, “and
those schools that don’t have a drivers edu-
cation program will be forced to create one,
whether they have the money or not.”

Citing 1991-93 statistics, Sen. Helen
Cole, R-Oklahoma City, said the recent study
of 507 alcohol related accidents showed 117
of them involved persons under the age of
17,

Brown said the ratio of under aged drunk
drivers was two to one.

“This is a serious problem, that deserves
serious measures,” said Sen. Keith Leftwich,
D-Oklahoma City, commenting that the bill
is an attempt to change public attitudes that
have traditionally been lax about drinking
and driving.

After adopting the measure’s second con-
ference committee report with a vote of 40
to 7, members passed the bill with a final
vote of 42 to 5.

Brown lodged a motion to reconsider,
giving him three legislative days to readdress
the measure.

GOVERNOR KEATING SIGNS RYAN LUKE BILL

FromThe Governor’s Office

H(OKLAHOMA CITY) Governor Frank
Keating signed HB2053, commonly called
the Ryan Luke bill.

“Even though this bill was named for
little Ryan Luke, its signing is dedicated to
all Oklahoma children who suffer abuse.
While a state law can’t stop abuse, it cer-
tainly can establish a system that protects
children as much as possible. I congratulate
legislators of both parties who worked to
write this important law,” Governor Keating
said.

Among the key provisions of the law:

v/ Requiring monitoring by the court for
one year after a child involved in an abuse
or neglect situation is returned to parental
custody

v/ Requiring training in child and domes-
tic abuse issues for all judges involved in
such cases

v' Requiring court-appointed special ad-
vocates to be available in all judicial districts
and appointment of an attorney to represent
the interests of children in abuse cases

v Removing confidentiality from cases
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involving deaths and providing information
to foster parents, law enforcement and child
welfare agencies

v Requiring DHS to conduct criminal
history investigations of prospective foster
family members, and prohibiting placement
of a child with any convicted sex offender
or domestic abuser

v/ Permitting postponement of child
placement rulings and reviewing when a
child’s welfare is endangered

“Growing up in this world is difficult
enough for a child without having to worry
about being abused by those who are sup-
posed to love and care for you. I feel this
new law goes a long way in making the sys-
tem work on behalf of Oklahoma’s children,”
the Governor said.

“The wisdom of man never yet
contrived a system of taxation that
would operate with perfect equality.”
Andrew Jackson
Dec. 10, 1832
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“Dan has finally found the perfect video
game—the Legislative Information
Network—he knows more about what's
happening at the Capitol than anyone.”

Gas Cap, continued from page 3

realize these tests can become a profit cen-
ter, they’re going to be lobbying to increase
these regulations.”

Tulsa Republican Rep. Fred Perry coun-
tered that Tulsa, with what he called a unique
situation because of its environment, indus-
try and air quality problems, “is dangerously
close to being put on the blacklist to keep it
from being able to bring in industry.”

Rep. Bill Graves, R-Oklahoma City, con-
tended that wording in the bill could be used
to force all state municipalities to accept
certain federal mandates. “What’s good for
Tulsa is not necessarily good for the rest of
Oklahoma,” he said before launching into
an attack on the EPA.

“Idon’t think the answer to this problem
is this piece of legislation,” Graves con-
cluded. “I think it’s Congress and getting
them to abolish the EPA, and that’s what we
should be telling our constituents.”

Graves was joined by Rep. Howard
Cotner, D-Altus, in taking the position that
municipalities throughout the state would be
affected by the law. “I don’t believe it won’t
affect everyone who lives within the bound-
aries of the state of Oklahoma,” Cotner said,
refusing then to yield to questions.

Rep. Chris Hastings, R-Tulsa, said, “This
bill is enabling legislation to insure that if
Tulsa is found in non-compliance it won’t
be given the death penalty.”

Those favoring the bill and its conference
committee report outnumbered those against
it by a nearly three-to-one margin, and a
motion to adopt the bill’s conference com-
mittee report received a passing vote of 70-
29. The bill itself received a 70-28 passing
vote and now heads to the Senate for con-
sideration.



