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EDUCATION LEADERS COMMENT ON MID-TERM FUNDING SOLUTION

By Brandon Beard
Staff Writer
M(GIT) Though most in the education com-
munity are pleased to have some type of so-
lution to the mid-term funding problem,

“Many of those families do not even have
a phone.”

Another point of concern is a provision
requiring schools to show a student growth
rate of 1.5 percent before being eligible for

some have concerns about funding.

specific points of HB2055, “You’ll never have a system With some 40,000 stu-
the bill aimed at correcting | that is 100 percent acceptable | dents in the Oklahoma
school funding. The bill | to everyone.” City public school system,
passed the House and Sen- Floyd Coppedge | a growth rate of 1.5 per-
ate Thursday and is on its Education Secretary | cent is equal to approxi-
way to the governor’s desk. mately 500 to 600 stu-

“We are pleased with most of it,” said
Vicki White-Rankin, legislative information
officer for Oklahoma City Public Schools.
“There are, however, some flaws that are not
advantageous to the kids I represent.”

White-Rankin pointed to one section of
the bill that changes the maximum number
of days a student may be absent before no
longer being included in average daily mem-
bership figures. The bill reduces allowed
absences from 20 to 10.

“This will potentially cause a fairly dra-
matic reduction in our student count,” she
said. “We have many many impoverished
families, especially in the urban areas.”

Many of poor families in the district of-
ten find it difficult to produce a doctors re-
lease for an extended illness, White-Rankin
explained.

dents, the average size of most school dis-
tricts in the state.

“We have had to grow a whole school
district before we get a penny,” White-

Rankin said. “In three years we have had
approximately 2,500 new students.”

She added that the 1.5 percent rate is
expected to be phased out over the next three
to four years.

“It looks worse when you have a larger
district,” said Education Secretary Floyd
Coppedge, calling the concern a legitimate
one. “The truth of the matter, however, is
that larger districts have more schools. From
my own perspective, it’s (the 1.5 percent
threshold) going to be washed out eventu-
ally — it’s no worse for them (larger dis-
tricts) than anyone else.”

One point of the bill she did applaud was

See Midterm, page 2

LONG DELAY EXPECTED IN STATE’S SUIT AGAINST
FORMER STIFEL EXECUTIVE

By Shawn Ashley
Staff Writer

M (GIT) The state Attorney General’s office
plans to wait nearly a year before taking fur-

Gerald Adams, spokesman for the attor-
ney general’s office, said, “We're likely look-
ing at 10 to 11 months or more before we
begin discovery” in the state’s lawsuit against

ther action in its lawsuit
against the former head of
Stifel, Nicolaus’ public
finance office in Okla-
homa, Capitol Network
News has learned.

“We have been working closely
with federal prosecutors and did
not want to do anything that
might jeopardize their case.”

Robert Cochran.

The 48-year-old
Cochran headed Stifel,
Nicolaus and Company’s
public finance office in
Gerald Adams | Oklahoma until his firing

What’s Inside

Resolution Coul Threaten the Indian Child

Welfare Act ..., 2
Oklahoma Publication Given National
Reabgnition: . = nwd . 30 LR 3N cemins 3

OU Summer Program Offered to Gifted,

Taletted;Youth! .. o 5o bimnin darmmis e oo 3
1996 Presidential Scholars Named .......... 4
Grant Writing Workshops Scheduled ........ 4
Senior Adults to See Scenic SantaFe ........ 4

DOE Grant Enhances Tribal College
Environmental Initiative ................. S

Gene Knockouts Reveal Critical Links

Delegation Urges Court to Uphold Reforms ... 6

Infants Prenatally Exposed to Cocaine ....... 6
That's Good for Oklahoma! ................ 74
State News Weekly Summary .............. 9

Federal News Weekly Summary ........... 21

Bill Activity:
HouseataGlance ..................... 24
SenateataGlance ..................... 24
House Measures ...................... 24
Senate Measures ...................... 35
Executive Action - Pending ............. 44
Esecutive Action - Signed .............. 45
Executive Action - Vetoed .............. 50
Secretaryof State. . ......oniveseannn 51
Bills Currently in GCCA ............... 52
Active Conference Committee Reports . ... 54

Active Conference Committee Members ... 58

Statutory Citation Cross Reference ....... 59
Bill Subject Cross Reference ............ 68
Calendar; - .3 - < o sn e s 6§ ol 8 s 8 g 72

in 1994. The St. Louis-based firm, once con-
sidered the state’s biggest and most power-
ful financing company, sold its Oklahoma
operations in 1995.

Cochran and Stifel are accused “of a pat-
tern of racketeering activity” in a $23 mil-
lion federal lawsuit filed by the attorney gen-
eral in October.

The suit alleges wrongdoing in six deals
— 1989, 1991 and 1992 bond issues for the
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority, a 1991 Grand
River Dam Authority issue, a 1992 Okla-
homa City Airport Trust Authority deal and
a 1990 Pottawatomie County Development
Authority issue.

Adams said the delay is the result of fed-

See Delay, page 2
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