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creases only 3.6 percent or $14,923 under
the terms of the bill. That money, too, is ear-
marked for the state employee pay raise.

In addition to funding the employee pay
raise, HB1787 appropriates $200,000 for
replacement of revolving funds, $50,000 for
moving expenses, $35,000 for the County
Government Commission and $80,000 to
data processing equipment upgrades to the
Office of the State Auditor Inspector. The
employee pay raise and other appropriations
increase the auditor’s budget by some 15.4
percent.

The same bill also reduces the appro-
priations to the Office of State Finance by
1.4 percent or by $123,912. While adding
some $200,858 to the office’s budget to
cover the costs of the state employee pay
raise, more than $325,000 were cut from the
office’s budget in the general appropriations
bill approved earlier in the session.

The bill increases funding to the Okla-
homa Tax Commission by 4.2 percent or
$1.8 million. The bulk of that money — more
than $1.6 million — is dedicated to the state
employee pay raise, while $135,000 will be
spent for the administration of HB2102 and
$45,000 will be used to implement a fax-
on-demand system.

HB1787 also provides for a 4 percent
increase in the amount appropriated to the
Office of State Treasurer. Some $70,000 will
be appropriated to the office under the terms
of the bill in addition to more than $100,000
for the employee pay raise.

HB1800 includes appropriations to the
Commission on Children and Youth, the
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GOVERNOR SIGNS RURAL DEVELOPMENT BILL

FromThe Governor’s Office

B (BLANCHARD)
Governor  Frank
Keating traveled to
this McClain County
community Monday
to sign a bill that will
channel some $17
million to rural de-
velopment projects
and create a state
Rural Economic Ac-
tion Plan.

“I am pleased to continue a year-long
effort to boost the economy in rural Okla-
homa by signing House Bill 1434,” the Gov-
ernor said in a Main Street ceremony. “As |
said in my State of the State speech in Feb-
ruary, we cannot and we will not leave rural
Oklahoma behind as we work to improve our
state’s economy.”

The bill will allocate $7.5 million for
rural roads and bridges, $4.5 million for
water and sewer projects and $5 million for
a Rural Economic Action Plan administered
through 11 regional planning districts. The
state aid targets smaller Oklahoma commu-

Gov. Frank Keating

Office of Handicapped Concerns, the Hu-
man Rights Commission and the Indian Af-
fairs Commission.

In addition to more than $31,000 ear-
marked for employee pay, the Commission
on Children and Youth will receive $174,000
for expansion of the Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocate (CASA) system mandated by
HB2053, the so-called Ryan Luke child
abuse prevention bill. Other appropriations
in the bill included $7,000 for the Child
Death Review Board and $20,900 for a child
abuse medical examiner.

In addition to funds already appropriated
to the Office of Handicapped Concerns, the
bill appropriates $10,034 to the office for
the employee pay plan increase. Similarly,
the Human Rights Commission would re-
ceive $34,013 for the pay plan, as well as an
additional $23,000 to fund one full time
equivalent.

Continued operating funds of $26,000
will be appropriated to the Indian Affairs
Commission under the terms of the bill, as
well as $7,044 for the state employee pay
raise.

The House could considered the four bills
as early as Tuesday.

nities.

“Earlier this year, I convened a rural eco-
nomic summit,” the Governor said. “One of
the primary concerns expressed by leaders
from our rural communities was the infra-
structure problem — how to attract jobs and
business when the roads and water systems
are in poor shape. This bill begins to address
that problem.”

Keating said the REAP program and
other aid contained in the bill will “go hand
in hand with the tax cuts and credits on agri-
cultural projects, family farms and busi-
nesses and marginal oil wells.” Those tax
relief measures, which total some $45 mil-
lion in annual savings for taxpayers, formed
a centerpiece of the Governor’s 1996 eco-
nomic stimulus package.

SENATE TOURISM CONFIRMS

SIX, DEBATE OVER WEST

By Brandon Beard

Staff Writer
M(GIT) The Senate Committee on Tourism
and Recreation met Monday, confirming six
of Governor Frank Keating’s appointments
to related agencies. Debate and a motion to
table the nomination of one appointee dis-
rupted the otherwise smooth flow of confir-
mations.

John West, of Elk City, was appointed
by the governor to serve a six year term on
the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
Board. Succeeding himself, West met with
resistance from Sen. Robert M. Kerr, D-
Altus, who moved to table his nomination.

Kerr said, though he bears no ill will to-
ward him, West had requested a study to
consider alternative locations for the fire-
ravaged Quartz Mountain. After the study
was completed, West decided to rebuild the
facility on its present site.

As aresult of the study, considerable time
and money was wasted, time and money that
could have been invested in rebuilding the
facility.

“He [West] really pushed for studying
alternative sites,” Kerr said after the meet-
ing. “It was my honest belief that the site
where the lodge burned was the most beau-
tiful and isolated site in the park.”

Kerr said the Tulsa architectural firm who
assisted with the study took several weeks.
He could not comment on the total cost of
the study.

See Tourism, page 3
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