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LAWMAKERS APPROVE MIDTERM FUNDING PLAN

By Shawn Ashley & Brandon Beard
Staff Writers
B(GIT) State lawmakers on Thursday ap-
proved a plan designed to address one of the
biggest disputes of the past two legislative
sessions: Midterm school funding.

“Basically,” Rep.
Jack Begley, D-
Goodwell, chairman
of the House’s Gen-
eral Conference
Committee on Ap-
propriations’ sub-
committee on educa-
tion, said, “this is a
move toward current
year funding, where
there will no longer
be a need for midterm adjustments.”

Touted as a permanent solution to the
midterm funding dilemma, which attempts
to adjust allocations to state schools to ac-
commodate growth in enrollment, HB2055,
which passed the House and the Senate, in-
cludes the following provisions:

v" Reduces from 20 to 10 the number of
consecutive days a student can be absent
without excuse after which a student will no
longer be included in the average daily mem-
bership calculation for the school district;

v/ Stipulates that beginning with the

Rep. Jack Begley

1996-97 school year that class size penal-
ties shall not be applied if class size is ex-
ceeded beginning after the first nine weeks;
if class size limitations are exceeded during
the first nine weeks, then class size penal-
ties will apply;

v Limits the current method of determin-
ing State Aid Formula allocations until the
1997-98 school year; provides for the cal-
culation methodology for the 1996-97
supplemental funding to include funds for
all student growth, membership greater than

1.5 percent receives full funding and mem-
bership growth less than 1.5 percent receives
partial funding; also requires the department
of education to develop and implement a stu-
dent identification system specifically for the
purpose of reporting enrollment data by
school sites and school districts to establish
amobility rate and for the allocation of State
Aid and midyear adjustments in funding stu-
dent growth by July 1, 1998;

v’ Revises the State Aid Formula so that

See Midterm, page 2

LEGISLATURE APPROVES RURAL ECONOMIC ACTION PLAN

By Shawn Ashley & Brandon Beard
Staff Writers

M (GIT) A plan to pump $17 million into ru-
ral economic development efforts passed the
House and the Senate on Thursday, nine days
after legislative leaders and the governor
announced their agreement on the proposal.

HB1434, by Reps. Randall Erwin, D-
Nashoba, and Mike Mass, D-Hartshorne,
and Sen. Frank Shurden, D-Henryetta, es-
tablishes the so-called Rural Economic Ac-
tion Plan, or REAP, a program designed to
enhance economic development in commu-
nities of less than 7,000 residents. The bill
won House approval by a 91-6 vote and
passed the Senate by a vote of 40-6.
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The funding mechanism for the program,
HB2830, by Reps. Jim Hamilton, D-Poteau,
and Dwayne Steidley, D-Claremore, and
Sens. Cal Hobson, D-Claremore, and Enoch
Kelly Haney, D-Seminole, also passed the
House by a vote of 91-7 and the Senate by a
vote of 42-4.

The $17 million included in the funding
bill — $5 million to the State Treasurer for
general economic development; $4.5 million
to the Water Resources Board for water and
sewer improvements and $7.5 million to the
Department of Transportation for road and
highway improvements — will be divided
equally among ten regions within the state
as defined by the so-called COGS, or local
government organizations.

That means, Erwin noted, small towns
within each of the ten areas will divide $1.7
million among them.

While a part of
the legislative-ex-
ecutive  budget
agreement an-
nounced a little more
than one week ago,
passage of the bills,
particularly in the

House, followed
Gl "
Rep. Randall Erwin S
debate.

Rep. Wayne Pettigrew, R-Edmond, led
See REAP, page 3
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