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GOVERNOR ISSUES LINE-ITEM VETOES

By Shawn Ashley
Staff Writer
H(GIT) Appropriations of ‘new money’ to
six state agencies were vetoed by the gover-
nor on Tuesday.

Governor Frank Keating vetoed the ap-
propriations “because the appropriations
contained in those items exceed the Execu-
tive Budget. The excess funds must be pre-
served for future budgetary needs in order
to offset fiscally irresponsible spending in
other parts of the budget,” he wrote in his
veto message for each of the bills contain-
ing a line item veto.

Agencies having their funding vetoed
include the Office of the Auditor and Inspec-
tor and Oklahoma Tax Commission,
HB1787; the Human Rights Commission
and the Indian Affairs Commission,
HB1800; and the State Election Board and
State Ethics Commission, HB1812.

The appropriation to the Auditor and
Inspector’s Office included $235,570 for the
employee salary increase; $30,664 for the
OPERS increase resulting from the pay hike;
$200,000 for the replacement of revolving
funds; $50,000, moving expenses; $35,000,
county government commission; and
$80,000, data processing equipment up-

grades.

In the case of the Oklahoma Tax Com-
mission, the appropriation included $1.6
million for the employee salary increase;
$63,055 for the OPERS increase; $135,000
for the administration of HB2102; and
$45,000 for a tax on demand distribution
system.

In his budget recommendations for the
1997 fiscal year, the governor proposed an
$80,000 increase for the auditor and inspec-

tor to make up for a one-time loss of the same
amount during the 1996 fiscal year. Keating
also proposed a $200,000 increase in fund-
ing for the tax commission for what he called
“programming and policy changes needed
to implement the Governor’s tax cut propos-
als.”

HB1800 appropriations to the Human
Rights Commission, which totaled $57,013
was earmarked for the employee salary in-

See Vetoes, page 2

WORKERS COMPENSATION REFORM MEASURE PASSES SENATE

By Brandon Beard
Staff Writer

M(GIT) A measure reforming the Oklahoma
Workers’ Compensation Act passed the Sen-
ate Tuesday. The bill, SB1310, by Sen.
Bernice Shedrick, D-Stillwater, received
unanimous support, despite early opposition
from a handful of members.

The bill is the result of a House interim
study conducted late last year concerning the
State Insurance Fund. A report was issued
with recommendations to the Legislature on
the course of action it should take with then
pending legislation.

What’s Inside
Infant Screening Bill Back in Committee .. ... 2
Tax Equity Bill Signed IntoLaw ............ 3
More from the House Floor ................ 3
More From the Senate Floor ............... 4
Senate Ag. & Rural Dev.

Confirms Nominations .................. 5
Senate Govt. Ops. & Agency

Oversight Confirms Three ............... 5
Senate Economic Dev. Confirms One ........ 5
Senate Human Resources Confirms

INGIBBHONS 1.5 2/ W sa e o 2o 5
Senate Eduation Confirms Nominations . .. ... 5
Senate Science, Technology & Tele-

communications Confirms One ........... 6
Senate Trans. Approves Nomination ........ 6
Senate Judiciary Confirms Nominations ... ... 6
USDA Buys Ground Beef ................. 6
Glickman Announces Transfer of Fund

toEmergency Farm Loans ................ 6

DOE Approves Sales of Reserve Crude Oil ... 7
Gettys To Describe 19th-20th Century

CREAMIGS . .5 e - oo iwivioiaistamas v e soms bwimionmrsiale 7
Clinton Names Jeanne Givens to Board

of Trustees ... .......coniuiiiniunannnn. 7
Bill Activity:

House BillsataGlance ................. 8

Senate BillsataGlance ................. 8

House Measures ...............ccoooun. 9

Senate Measures ...................... 11

Executive Action - Pending ............. 13
Esecutive Action - Signed .............. 15
Executive Action-Veto ................ 21
SeCretaryiof SEate: ... b 5. oo s sbe i s iBlasw e 23
Active Conference Committee Reports .. ..25

Active Conference Committee Members . . .28

Statutory Citation Cross Reference ....... 29
Bill Subject Cross Reference ............ 32
Calendar A= oo I L S el s 33

Calling the measure “premature,” Sen.
Howard Hendrick, R-Bethany, told Shedrick
it was unfair to ex- =
pect the Senate to
vote on a measure -
“when the author of
the bill has not even
read the report.”

Hendrick re-
ferred to the fact that
Shedrick had not
read the issued re-
port and had diffi-
culty answering
questions about the
bill. She claimed that the bill represents an
agreement by all parties involved, including
the State Insurance Fund.

Under the measure, insurers, except for
the State Insurance Fund, must provide ac-
cess to a certified workplace medical plan.
After 60 days written notice to its insurance
carrier, insurers may choose a plan of choice
and contract for one year.

Also, if the State Insurance Fund fails to
contract with at least three certified work-
place medical plans, each covering at least
50 counties in the state, then the insured may
contract for one year with a carrier of choice.

If an employee elects not to enroll in the
certified workplace medical plan, they may
choose from a list of physicians who meet

Sn. Howard
Hendrick

See Workers Comp, page 2
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