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PRESIDENT SIGNS
EXECUTIVE ORDER
ON WEAPONS OF
MASS DESTRUCTION

FromTheWhite House

B (WASHINGTON) “On November 14,
1994, by Executive Order 12938, I declared
a national emergency with respect to the
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States posed by the prolifera-
tion of nuclear, biological, and chemical
weapons (“weapons of mass destruction”)
and the means of delivering such weapons.
Because the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and the means of delivering them
continues to pose an unusual and extraordi-
nary threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States,
the national emergency declared on Novem-
ber 14, 1994, and extended on November
14, 1995, must continue in effect beyond
November 14, 1996. Therefore, in accor-
dance with section 202(d) of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am
continuing the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 12938.

“This notice shall be published in the
Federal Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.”

Signed by President William J. Clinton,
November 12, 1996.
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A PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION
National Family Caregivers Week 1996

At this special time each year, we give thanks for our many blessings. Among
those blessings are the quiet but heartfelt contributions made on a daily basis by our
Nation’s caregivers, particularly on behalf of the elderly in our society.

The true value of the role that caregivers play in the lives of America’s families is
immeasurable. Providing physical comfort and emotional reassurance, these strong
and selfless people care for loved ones who can no longer care for themselves. The
vast majority of caregivers are family members — often older relatives — and women
provide most of the informal care that their families receive. Of the millions of people
who provide informal care to older adults, over half are spouses or children. While
many caregivers experience stress and frustration in fulfilling their caregiving re-
sponsibilities, and many sacrifice personal opportunities to care for a loved one,
most regard the challenges of caregiving as a rewarding and satisfying experience.

By the year 2030, one in five Americans will be at least 65 years old, compared to
one in eight today. In addition, the number of older Americans will double, from the
present 34 million to about 69 million. At the same time that our population is aging,
more older persons are suffering from chronic illnesses and face potentially dis-
abling conditions. Moreover, individuals with lifelong disabilities are living longer
and may require assistance in caring for themselves as they age. The overwhelming
majority of older Americans would prefer to remain in their homes while growing
older — even when no coordinated system of home- and community-based care is
available. As a result, more Americans are becoming involved in caring for family
members who want to age with dignity and respect.

This week, as we celebrate the contributions of caregivers to their families and
communities, let us recognize the challenges these generous individuals must con-
front on a daily basis — challenges that include fulfilling multiple and often conflict-
ing roles of caregiving for their aging relatives, caring for young children, and work-
ing outside their homes. Let us promote community programs and encourage work-
place policies that help to lighten or share the burden of their caregiving responsi-
bilities. And let us, as a Nation, recognize and commend the vital role they play in
ensuring that older Americans age with grace, dignity, and a precious measure of
independence.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of
the United States, do hereby proclaim November 24 through November 30, 1996, as
National Family Caregivers Week. I call upon Government officials, businesses,
communities, volunteers, educators, and all the people of the United States to ac-
knowledge the contributions made by caregivers this week and throughout the year.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOEF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-first.
WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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“The primary cause of all our disorders lies in the different State Governments, and
in the tenacity of that power which pervades the whole of their system . . .
Incompatibility in the laws of different States, and disrespect to those of the general
government must render the situation of this great Country weak, inefficient and
disgraceful.”
George Washington
letter to David Stuart
July 1, 1787




