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schools where most students live in poverty.

* Early Childhood Development and Edu-
cation awarded seven grants for studies of
young children with disabilities, young chil-
dren growing up in violent neighborhoods,
and parenting and readiness of preschool
children, among others.

» Educational Governance, Finance,
Policymaking and Management awarded six
grants for studies of professional develop-
ment in low-achieving schools, charter
schools and professional development
schools, school choice policies and using
math specialists in elementary schools.

* Post-secondary Education, Libraries
and Lifelong Learning awarded six grants
for studies that include: public libraries in
low income areas, effective adult learning
in museums, basic skill instruction through
community networks and Internet to adults.
Adult Learning

Recently, grants were announced to con-
tinue support for 45 workplace literacy
projects in 27 states, designed to help work-
ers retool skills and keep pace with changes
in the workplace. The grants support educa-
tion and training in literacy, computation,
problem solving, English as a second lan-

guage and other skills.
- —U.S. DEPT. OF EDUCATION
11/12/96
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A PLANTO IMPLEMENT THE E-RATE

M (GIT) The Telecommunications Act of
1996 sailed through Congress, because both
houses saw the need. Implementing the pro-
visions of the broad plan will take years.

Briefly, the Act calls for access to the
Internet for all schools, libraries and rural
health care providers at a rate consistent with
urban access, or lower, with the goal of be-
ing “hooked up” nationwide by the year
2000.

The E-rate, a free “education rate” will
“advance our nation’s long-standing goal of
affordable access to telecommunications
service for all Americans including schools,
libraries and rural health care clinics,” Sec-
retary of Education Richard Riley said in a
letter to Reed Hundt, chairman of the FCC.

“Technological literacy is a critical skill
for America’s students to succeed in the 21st
century,” Riley’s letter said.

“Simply put, today’s work force rewards
those workers who possess computer literacy
skills, and tomorrow’s work force will de-
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mand computer literacy skills. In order to
prepare our children to meet the challenges
of the 21st Century, universal access to the
Information Superhighway will be critical.
The Internet, in many ways, is the blackboard
of the future. It is our strong belief that by
advancing free basic access, we will increase
the pace of classroom learning and continu-
ing efforts to improve education.”

The main drawback to users is the cost
of access to telecommunications services.
These costs prevent many of our teachers
and children from using the educational re-
sources of the Internet. The second draw-
back is the on-going monthly charges for
access.

Across the U.S. today, only nine percent
of the nation’s classrooms are connected.

Schools and libraries are investing mil-
lion of dollars on computers, software, and
teacher training, a waste of money if schools
and libraries cannot afford to pay the monthly
access charges.

Last week, the Federal-State Joint Board
reached another decision furthering univer-
sal access. “Almost 70 percent of all schools
will get at least a 50 percent discount on a
wide range of telecommunications services,”
Riley said. “By providing the deepest dis-
counts to schools with the largest number of
poor children — discounts of up to 90 per-
cent — the Federal-State Joint Board begins
to give these schools a real start to being part
of the ongoing telecommunications revolu-
tion.

Recommendations from the FCC Tele-
communications and Health Care Advisory
Committee for implementing the plan in-
clude a flat-based pricing system for urban
and rural users to eliminate the long-distance
access charges so onerous to rural users to-
day. The act specifically mandates telecom-
munications providers to sell access to rural
health care providers at rates comparable to
rates in urban areas. Companies providing
access would be subsidized for profits lost
in the transaction, at the same time gaining
access to a much broader range of potential
customers for service.

Oklahoma’s First Steps

Josh O’Brien, Director of Media Rela-
tions for the Oklahoma Department of Edu-
cation said the state has been waiting to see
what “Washington, D.C. would do.

“We're interested in improving technol-
ogy at this agency and all the school dis-

tricts,” O’Brien said. Oklahoma has 549
school districts, some with more than one
school. At this time, no static count of how
many school districts are using the Internet
can be made.

On Dec. 5 “Web Day” sponsored by the
Oklahoma Department of Education, will be
held in 18 different locations simultaneously
to familiarize school district officials with
the state’s web page and encourage indi-
vidual school use of the Internet, O’Brien

said.
—GERRY CHERRY
11/13/96

SATELLITE TOWN MEETING SET
BM(WASHINGTON) Truancy is often the
first sign a young person is in trouble. It can
also be a gateway to crime. According to the
Los Angeles County Office of Education,
truancy is the most powerful predictor of
juvenile delinquent behavior.

How big is the problem? While no na-
tional data exist, according to the “Manual
to Combat Truancy” (available at http://
www.ed.gov/pubs/truancy/), in some cities,
unexcused absences number in the thousands
each day. Pittsburgh and Milwaukee, for
example, count 2,450 and 4,000 (respec-
tively) absent without an excuse.

“When young people start skipping
school,” the report says, “they are telling
their parents, school officials and the com-
munity at large they are in trouble and need
our help if they are to keep moving forward
in life.”

“What can schools and communities do
to keep students in school, challenged and
learning?”

That question is the focus of this month’s
Satellite Town Meeting, at 7 p.m., Tuesday,
November 19. Secretary Riley will host
“Schools as Safe Havens: Discipline, Safety
and Truancy Prevention.”

Coming to you via satellite from the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce in Washington, D.C.,
this teleconference features a panel of edu-
cators and juvenile justice officials from
around the country who are creating com-
munity-wide partnerships to reduce truancy,
including:

* Dr. Kelly F. Blanton, superintendent of
Kern County Schools, Bakersfield, CA.

« Linda Hyler Harrill, president and state
director of Communities in Schools, North

Carolina.
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