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the act requires that a full-blooded citizen of the five tribes to get their wills approved in 

court to be valid. 

Osage Allotments 

 When a will has been executed, it must be filed with the superintendent of the 

Osage Indian Agency during the lifetime of the testator.59 The will shall be reviewed and 

considered by the special attorney for Osage Indians, or other legal officer designated by 

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs who may endorse on such will as “approved as to 

form.”60 A will shall be held in absolute confidence and its contents shall not be divulged 

prior to the death of the testator.61 

Conclusion 

 A practitioner in Oklahoma who is preparing wills and estate plans for tribal 

members must inquire about whether this individual owns an interest in Indian land or an 

IIM Account.  The practitioner must establish what tribe they belong to and also possibly 

the blood quantum if they are a member of the five tribes.  The practitioner must check 

the federal regulations that apply to the tribe as well as for individual tribal probate codes.   
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