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What Is Elder Financial
Exploitation? 

▪ Fraudulent or otherwise illegal, 

unauthorized, or improper act or process 

of an individual that uses the resources 

of an older person for personal benefit, 

profit or gain

▪ Actions that result in depriving an older 

person of rightful access to, or use of 

benefits, resources, belongings, or 

assets 

WHY ARE OLDER ADULTS AT RISK?

Some older adults may:

• Have regular income and accumulated assets 

• Be trusting and polite

• Be lonely and socially isolated 

• Be vulnerable due to grief from a loss

• Be reluctant to report exploitation by a family 
member, caregiver, or someone they depend on

• Be dependent on support from a family member or 
caregiver to remain independent

WHY ARE OLDER ADULTS AT RISK? (CONT.)

Some older adults may:

• Be receiving care from a person with financial or 
other issues

• Fear retaliation by the exploiter 

• Be unfamiliar with managing financial matters 

• Not have planned for the potential loss of 
decision-making capacity  

• Be cognitively impaired with diminished ability to 
make financial decisions or detect a fraud or scam

• Be dependent on a family member or another 
person who may pressure them for money


