How trash affects our

waters

Styrofoam from a take-out meal is
tossed from a car window. The bed of a
pickup is cleaned out on a gravel bar at
the river, leaving behind a partly used can
of bug spray, beer bottles, a can of old
paint, a used tire and a half-quart of mo-
tor oil. A rainstorm washes litter from the
roadside to the nearest creek; high water
floods the gravel bar. The result: the river
now contains traces of oil, paint and pes-
ticides. Some of the debris is caught at
the nearest bend, marring the natural
beauty of the landscape, obstructing ca-
noe traffic, and potentially injuring swim-
mers and waders.

Although chemicals from a dump site
may be quickly diluted in the stream, the
effects of hundreds of small dumps and
littering throughout the watershed add up,
causing problems we may not detect for
years. Chemicals that do not reach a
stream in surface runoff soak into the
ground, contaminating the soil and even
the groundwater. From there, pollutants
can reach water wells and endanger
drinking water.

Magnitude
of the problem

The Oklahoma Department of Transpor-
tation spends over $4 million per year clean-
ing up trash along state roads. The Okla-
homa Scenic River Commission picks up
600 bags (9 tons) by boat every summer
from the lllinois River alone. A one-time
cleanup of all dumpsites in Oklahoma would
cost taxpayers nearly $4 million.

Laws

Disposing of
wastes by the
roadside, in a
stream, or on the
property of oth-
ers is illegal. In
Oklahoma, it's a
crime punishable
by fines of up to
$5000, possible jail time, or other penalties
ordered by the court.

What is being done
to fight illegal dumping

State agencies and private citizens are
trying to attack this problem in two ways.
On the one hand, money is spent improv-
ing enforcement of anti-dumping and anti-
littering laws. Trash cops have been
hired in several counties. And the state-
wide Litter Hotline (1-888-5-LITTER) is
available for citizens to report littering from
vehicles.

At the same time, county solid waste
management officials offer alternatives
such as transfer stations and landfill

locations for
getting rid of
wastes locally.

Waste transfer ;

stations in i " ,
Cherokee,

Delaware, and

Sequoyah counties and a landfills in Adair
and Sequoyah Counties accept many
types of waste for a fee.

Some counties offer rural collection
sites at convenient locations. These may
be groups of dumpsters along major
roads, or supervised fenced areas set up
to accept and
transport
bulky waste
like sofas and
appliances.

A few cities
have drop-off
recycling cen-
ters. Some
communities
also hold peri-
odic Collection
Events for spe-
cial wastes, including hazardous house-
hold pollutants, waste tires, paint, or road-
side litter.

The Oklahoma Department of Agricul-
ture, with help from OSU Cooperative
Extension holds an agricultural pesticide
container collection in several locations
each year.



