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Note: These guidelines do not replace clinical judgment in the appropriate care of patients. They are not 
intended as standards of care or as templates for legislation, nor are they meant for patients in palliative care 
programs or with cancer pain. The recommendations are an educational tool based on the expert opinion of 
numerous physicians and other health care providers, medical/nursing boards, mental and public health 
officials, and law enforcement personnel in Oklahoma and throughout the United States. The guidelines are 
available at http://poison.health.ok.gov.  

Opioid Treatment for Acute Pain 
1. Opioids should only be used for treatment of acute pain when the severity of the pain warrants that choice and 

after determining that other non-opioid pain medications or therapies will not provide adequate pain relief. 

2. Providers should query the Oklahoma Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) for patients presenting with acute 
pain, prior to prescribing an opioid medication. In circumstances where a patient’s pain is resulting from an 
objectively diagnosed disease process or injury, a provider may prudently opt not to review the Oklahoma PMP.  

3. When opioids are prescribed for treatment of acute pain, the number of doses dispensed should be no more than 
the number of doses needed based on the usual duration of pain severe enough to require opioids for that 
condition. 

4. When opioids are prescribed for treatment of acute pain, the patient should be counseled to store the medications 
securely and never to share with others. In order to prevent non-medical use of the medications, it is also 
recommended that patients dispose of medications when the pain has resolved.  

5. Long duration-of-action opioids (e.g., methadone, buprenorphine, fentanyl, extended release oxycodone, and 
morphine) are rarely indicated for treatment of acute pain. 

6. The use of opioids should be re-evaluated carefully, including assessing the potential for abuse, if persistent pain 
suggests the need to continue opioids beyond the anticipated time period of acute pain treatment for that 
condition. Health care providers should query the Oklahoma PMP as part of this re-evaluation process. 

7. Health care providers should generally not provide replacement prescriptions for opioids that have been lost, 
stolen, or destroyed. 

Opioid Treatment for Chronic Pain 
1. Alternatives to opioid treatment should be tried, or previous attempts documented, before initiating opioid 

treatment. 

2. A comprehensive evaluation should be performed before initiating opioid treatment for chronic pain. For chronic 
pain patients transferring their care to new health care providers, new opioid prescriptions should generally not 
be written until the previous provider’s records have been reviewed or the previous health care provider has been 
notified of the transfer of care. 

3. The health care provider should screen for risk of abuse or addiction before initiating opioid treatment.  

4. Prior to the initial prescribing of opioid medications, health care providers should query the Oklahoma 
Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP). 

5. When opioids are used for the treatment of chronic pain, a written treatment plan should be established that 
includes measurable goals for reduction of pain and improvement of function. One health care provider should 
coordinate a patient’s comprehensive pain care plan and provide all opioid prescriptions required for the plan.  
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