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High Mechanized Defect Rate 

• PHMSA Concerns: 
• Having defects not an issue. 
• Defect repair, NDT and tracking is an issue. 
• Industry experience usually shows  
 - 2 – 10% defect rate on mechanized welding  
 - 2 – 7% for semi-automatic welding 
 - 2 – 5% on manual welding 
 


