Fact: Fire does not destroy the land; Oklahoma's
native plant communities are adapted to fire and
require frequent fires to regenerate, control plant
diseases, and reduce pest problems.

Fact: Because of the lack of prescribed fire, many
important wildlife species are declining, such
as Lesser Prairie-Chicken, Black-capped Vireo,
Bobwhite Quail, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, and
most of the prairie songbirds.

Fact: Oklahoma's vital livestock and forest products
industry and the health of Oklahoma's
ecosystems are compromised by fire suppression
as the result of the infamous “Smokey Bear”
advertising campaign.

John R. Weir
Research Associate

Terrence G. Bidwell
Professor and Extension Specialist

Karen R. Hickman
Associate Professor

Samuel D. Fuhlendorf
Professor

Oklahoma State University
http://nrem.okstate.edu
405.744.5438

OKLAHOMA

STATE

UNIVERSITY 3

—
EXTENSION

Sponsored by USDA-NRCS EQIP education funds.

This includes but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation
with the US. Department of Agriculture, Robert E. Whitson, Director of Cooperative Extension Service,
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma. This publication is printed and issued by Oklahoma
State University as authorized by the Vice President, Dean, and Director of the Division of Agricultural
Sciences and Natural Resources and has been prepared and distributed at a cost of 20 cents per copy.
0407 JA

L-321

Fire

Myths and Facts




