OWRBEnontydmhahves

Intlarge  paritretiectiverofithe ©CWPR=Priority.
Recommendations®, and consistent:with the agency s
enduringimission'forensureia reliable water-supply.
ror-all{@kianomans, thefollowinginitiativesirepresent
Okiaghiomasimostpressing near=andiong=ferm water:

ISSUCS?

o [Developaimore robustistate funding|program o
addressiOklahoma’s escalating|$82 billion future
drinking watersand wastewaterinirastruciure need.

o Strengthen Oklahomasiwaterrmanagementiand data
collectioniprograms te ensure thetair reliable; and
sustainablerallocation ot Oklahomals water-supplies
andfiprofection otiwater guality:

s FProvide aimechanismiforlocal water usersiand
stakeholdersito solve local Wateriissues and conduct:
locallplanning fhrough thelestablishment ot non=
regulatery regionaliplanningjgrovpsichargediwith;
prioritizing andimplementinginitiatives consistentiwith
ihe ©OCWE

o Investigate thesuitability.and structure o aninstream
flow programiin Okiahomaforensure profection
ofwater-quality; ecological diversity, and economic
development nclodingenetitsiassociated with
Oklanomais third largestinausiny, tourism ana:
recreation:

o Investigate appropriate andivoeluntary conservation
medsuresianaincentives, including encouragimg fhe;
Use orimarginaligualify water.supplies, whichiwould
resuliiinicostisavings forswaterusersiand assistin
achieving|astatewide goal ofimaintaningwateruse at
currentievelsithrovugh2060:

o Continuetowork proactivelyfowara fheresolution
ofipending claimsiandiawsuits regarding @klahoma:
waters, including the waterrights claims oflribes and
out-of=state interests:

Last October, the OWRB finalized and approved the
2012 Update of the Oklahoma Comprehensive Water
Plan, the most ambitious water planning effort ever
undertaken by the state.

Throughout 2011, OWRB staff and partners
assembled the wealth of OCWP technical data and
information collected in the course of four years
into 13 Watershed Planning Region Reports. The
reports include water supply/demand assessments,
future supply challenges, and potential options

to secure water for planning basins and regions
through the next 50 years and beyond. Considerable
attention was given to creating both sensible and
functional planning documents, which will serve

as indispensable technical resources for water
providers, policy makers, and water users in making
informed decisions concerning future local and
regional water use and management.

Concerning policy issues, OWRB members dedicated
four monthly meetings in 2011 to detailed review and
discussion of OCWP water policy recommendations—
the cornerstone policy product of the OCWP process.
Culminating from extensive citizen involvement since
initiation of the update in 2006, these initiatives

were deliberated, debated, and prioritized for
immediate or prompt implementation and/or
legislative consideration. The final OCWP Executive
Repori—Tfeaturing both priority and supporting
recommendations, as well as an extensive summary
of technical work—was formally approved by OWRB
members on October 17 prior to submittal fo the
Governor and State Legislature in February 2012.




